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Wick Adjusting Devices 
By L. L. THwine 
(Illustrations from Appleton’s Mechanical Dictionary, 1851 ed.) 


All lamp wicks need adjustment and 
attention, whether asbestos wicks in 
modern oil heaters or the pith of a 
rush in the most primitive grease lamp. 
An asbestos wick may not burn, but it 
collects impurities which retard the 
free flow of oil. Wicks made of vege- 
table fibres are slowly consumed, and 
the greater the unburnable residue in 
either the wick or the oil, the greater 
the necessity for removing this char- 
red mass and re-adjusting the wick. 
Special devices, wick picks, for this 
purpose, are often found attached to 
18th century betty and grease lamps. 
Other picks were carefully made of 
choice woods and ivory, with turned 
handles and bases. Later devices 
were made in the form of small pin- 
cers. 

The simplest, and presumably the 
oldest, lamps with vertical wick tubes 
have burners known as drop burners, 
as they were not screwed or otherwise 
secured to the oil font, but were 
simply placed on an opening in the 
lamp. These wick tubes were made 
of tin, rolled into a tube but not al- 
ways soldered, except where they 
passed through the disc-shaped burn- 
er plate. The edges of these wick 
tubes, whether by accident or design, 
did not always meet, and a vertical 
slit was left that may have been in- 
tended to facilitate raising the wick, 
or possibly to expose a greater surface 
of the wick to the oil. When more 
carefully made burners, which screw- 
ed into the body of the lamp, came 
into common use about 1800, the wick 
tubes were usually provided with pick 
slots. (Cf. Dr. E. A. RusHrorp’s 
articles, Whale Oil Burners, in Nos. 
5,6 and 7 of THe Curonicte.) The in- 
ventor of these burners, Miles, of 
Birmingham, had intended these slots 
for oil vents, but they were conven- 


ient for picking up the wick and are 
usually found on whale oil burners. 

When Argand was experimenting 
with his burner, in 1782, he doubtless 
discovered that a tubular wick could 
not be satisfactorily adjusted with a 
wick pick. Some better form of rais- 
ing device was necessary, and his first 
lamps were probably equipped with 
them, but what this was we do not 
know. It may have been either of the 
following types, of which there are 
four: (a) The button or spurred disc 
type, used on all small kerosene lamps, 
(b) The rack and pinion type. (c) 
The screw type. (d) The spiral type. 

(a) The button or spurred disc type 
consist of one or more spurred discs 
which press against the wick and are 
rotated by means of a button, at the 
end of the disc shaft. The first record 
of this device is found in the French 
patent No. 291, granted in 1808. It 
claims “la rue denteé que sert a elevé 
—la meche.” We do not know how 
commonly this was used, but, as any 
kind of burner with this type of wick 
raiser is very rare before the kerosene 
age, it probably was used but little 
on whale oil lamps. The only example 
known to the writer is owned by Dr. 
FE. A. Rushford, and is illustrated and 
described by him in an article in THE 
CHRONICLE for September, 1934. This 
is a double burner, with a spiked drum 
in place of the spurred discs, and a 
knob in place of the button. It is of 
uncertain age and origin. There are 
one or more patents for wick raisers 
among the various United States pat- 
ents taken out by S. Rust, the first in 
1835, but there is no evidence that 
these were ever used. The kerosene 
burner was the first to make any ex- 
tensive use of the button and disc 
wick raiser. 

(Continued on page 6, column 1) 


The Clover Header 


The illustration is from a cut in 
Cutbush’s American Artist's Manual 
(1814), see “Clover”, and is stated 
therein to have been described by 
Mr. L’Hommedieu in the Transact- 
ions of the New York Agricultural 
Society and to have been invented at 
Brookhaven, Suffolk County, N. Y. 
Cutbush gives its dimensions and de- 
scribes its use as follows: 

“1,2. The shafts, four feet, four 
inches long, and three feet asunder. 

3.4. The handles, three feet long, 
and twenty inches apart. 

5. The fingers, or teeth, thirteen 
inches long. 


The wheels are sixteen inches in 
diameter. 

This machine is drawn by one horse, 
and guided by a man or boy; it simply 
consists of an open box, about four 
feet square at the bottom, and about 
three (inches?—Ed.) in height on three 
sides ; to the fore part, which is open, 
fingers are fixed, similar to those of 
a cradle, about three feet in length 
(but cf. 13 inches above—Ed.) and 
so near as to break off the heads from 
the clover-stalks between them, which 
are then thrown back into the box as 
the horse advances. The box is fixed 
on an axle-tree, supported by two 
small wheels, two feet in diameter 
(but cf. 16 inches above—Ed.) ; two 
handles are fixed to the hinder part, 
by means of which the driver, while 
he manages the horse, raises or low- 
ers the fingers of the machine, so as 
to take off all the heads of the grass; 
and as often as the box is filled with 

(Continued on page 5, column 3) 
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The Questionnaire 


The number of questionnaires re- 
turned far exceeded our expectations, 
and the following tabulation should 
furnish the basis for many useful con- 
tacts. It is hoped that no one will be 
discouraged, by his first glance at the 
apparently meaningless symbols, from 
a careful study of the list, to ascertain 
how he may establish whatever con- 
nections he seeks. Abbreviations were 
absolutely necessary to avoid tiresome 
repetition and to conserve space, and, 
inasmuch as each symbol is strongly 
suggestive of what it represents, the 
reader should promptly become famili- 
ar with those which interest him, and 
find it unnecessary to refer to the key, 
except at the very outset. 

It seems to us that this is the most 
important, and perhaps the most use- 
ful, step taken by the Association, 
since it commenced the publication of 
Tue CuHronicce. Some will say that 
it is free advertising for the dealers. 
And so it is, but we see no reason why 
we should not help our dealer mem- 
bers who have given us their support, 
especially as it may reasonably be 
hoped that those who are helped may 
see fit to promote themselves to a high- 
er class of membership, and perhaps 
a suggestion, or even a stipulation, 
from the customer, to this effect might 
not be inappropriate. 

As additional questionnaires are re- 
ceived, either from those who have 
overlooked this opportunity or from 
new members, further tabulations will 
be published. Extra blanks may be 
procured from Mr. Kollmer. 


THE Key 
C — Collector. 
D — Dealer. 


FI — Large farm implements. 
FT — Farm tools. 
HD — Hardware. 
HF — Hunting, fishing and trapping 
equipment. 
KH — Kitchen and household uten- 
sils. 
LD — Lighting devices. 
LP — (See below). 
MA — Machines. 
NA — Nautical equipment. 
SI — Scientific instruments. 
SM — Surgical, medical and dental 
instruments. 
TA — Toilet articles. 
TC — Tools of the trades and crafts. 
VE — Vehicles. 
WH — Whaling equipment. 
WM — Devices for weighing and 
measuring. 
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“Wants LP” indicates that the mem- 
ber wishes to obtain literature and 
pictures pertaining to the subjects in 
which he has expressed an interest. 

“Write” indicates that the member 
desires to correspond with others who 
are interested in the same subjects. If 
accompanied by *, it means that the 
member also wishes to be addressed 
by others who have material to offer, 
either for sale or exchange, but noth- 
ing is to be sent on approval, except 
by express request. “Write, only *” 
means that the member does not de- 
sire correspondence except with those 
who have material to offer him. 

“Visit” indicates, in the case of a 
collector, that he will be glad to show 
his collection to other members, but 
unless accompanied by *, it is essential 
to make a previous appointment. Un- 
less otherwise specified, the collection 
is located at or near the member’s ad- 
dress first given, The visiting privi- 
lege is naturally taken for granted, in 
the cases of museums, societies and 
dealers. 

CONNECTICUT 
Ansonia: Lardner H. Shull, Box 586. 
Interested in cabinet making. Would 
like to get in touch with a dealer, 
manufacturer or collector of cabinet 
block moulding planes such as were 
used by cabinet craftsmen. 


Bantam: See S. E. Gage, Flushing, 
N. Y. 

Clintonville: Herbert E. Warner (D), 
Warner Road. Deals in HD and build- 
ing material. Offers stone tanbark 
mill, wooden lock, ox sling. Collects 
TC, HD, MA. Write *. 


Hartford: Newton C. Brainard (C), 
85 Trumbull St. Collects TC. 


Hartford: Wadsworth Atheneum. 


(Mrs. Florence P. Berger, Curator) 
Box 1409. Exhibits HD, KH, LD. 


Litchfield: Floyd L. Thoms (D). 
Deals in HD, LD, TC, VE, and build- 
ing material . Write. 


Mansfield: Henry E. Knowlton, (D), 
U.S. Route 44. Deals in FI, FT, HD, 
KH, LD, MA, SM, TC, VE, WM. 
Write*, 

Morris: See W. B. Sprague, New 
York, N. Y. 

New Haven: Charles Rufus Harte, 
28 West Elm St. Interested in early 


iron industry and Connecticut canals. 
Wants LP. Write *. 

New Haven: C. E. H. Whitlock (D), 
7 Broadway. Deals in FI, FT, MA, 
TC, VE, WH. Interested in steam- 


boats and models and fire equipment. 
Write *. 
Norwalk: John K. Byard (C & D), 
Silvermine Tavern and Galleries. Col- 
lects and deals in FI, FT, HD, HF, 
KH, LD, MA, SI, SM, TA, TC, VE, 
WH, WM. Wants LP. Write *. 
Visit. 
Norwich: Miss Mary G. Eshbaugh, 
Peck Library. Interested in HF, LD, 
WH. 
Norwich: Slater Memorial Museum 
(Mrs. Ozias Dodge, Director). Wants 
to acquire early American industrial 
material by loan or gift. 
Torrington: F. W. Fuessenich (C & 
D), Box 235. Collects and deals in 
HD, LD, VE. Wants LP. Write *. 
Visit. 
Willimantic: Miss Marion F. Butman, 
Willimantic Normal School.  Inter- 
ested in industrial arts from the edu- 
cational standpoint. Wants LP. 
Write. 

ILLINOIS 
Chicago: Vories Fisher, 105 S. La 
Salle St. Interested in hand weaving 
as a practical hobby, also in its his- 


tory and in old weaving appliances. 
Wants LP. Write.* 


MASSACHUSETTS 


Amherst: Rev. Clair F. Luther (C). 
Collects HD, TC, also hand forged 
nails. Write. Visit. 

Andover: James C. Sawyer (C). Col- 
lects FI, FT, KH, TC, VE. Wants 
LP. Write *. Visit (collection at 
Durham, N. H.). 

Ashfield: Austin G. Packard (D). Oc- 
casionally handles industrial material 
but does not attempt to stock it. 


Belmont: L. L. Thwing (C), 87 Pine 
St. Collects HD, KH, LD, TC. 
Specializes in lamps, and drilling and 
boring tools. Wants LP. Write. 
Visit. 

Boston: Business Historical Society, 
Baker Library, Soldiers Field (Ralph 
M. Hower, Exec. Sec.) Exhibits doc- 
uments, letters, accounts, etc., relating 
to early industries. Write *. 
Boston: Mrs. Arthur A. Shurcliff (C), 
66 Mt. Vernon St. Collects TC, WM, 
and bells. Offers SM. Write *. Visit 
(collection at Ipswich, Mass.). 
Boston: Society for the Preservation 
of New England Antiquities (William 
Sumner Appleton) ,141 Cambridge St. 
Interested in, and wishes to acquire 
by gift all kinds of New England in- 
dustrial material, also LP. 

Concord: Concord Antiquarian So- 
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ciety. Exhibits FT, HD, HF, KH, 
LD, SI, SM, TA, TC, WM. Wants 
LP, especially that which relates to 
Concord. Write. 

Duxbury: W. C. Sutorius (D), Dux- 
bury Antique Shop, Route 3A. Deals 
in FT, HD, KH, LD, MA, NA, SM, 
TA, TC, WH, WM. Specializes in 
NA. Offers model lightning rod 
(1851); Book on Surveying (1679). 
Write *. 

Ipswich: See Mrs. Arthur A. Shur- 
cliff, Boston, Mass. 


Kingston: Mrs. Helen H. Adams (D), 
31 Summer St. Deals in FT, HD, TC. 
Offers, as a lot, about 100 pieces of 
treen (wooden ware). 


Longmeadow: Miss Edna H. Winter 
(D), 39 Greenwich Road, Colony 
Hills. Deals in HD, KH, LD, SM, 
TC, WM. Offers armstake, tin 
sconces, lanterns. Wants LP. Write *. 


Ludlow: Mrs. Alexander C. Birnie, 7 
Howard St. Interested in, but does 
not collect, FT, HD, KH, LD, TC. 
Wants LP. Write. 

Middleboro: Lawrence B. Romaine 
(C & D). Deals in FT, HD, KH, 
LD, SM, TC, WH, WM. Collects 
HD and wrought iron. Wants LP. 
Write *. Visit. 

New Bedford: Mrs. Edna D. Clark 
(D), 38 N. Water St. Deals in NA, 
TC, WH. Write *. 

New Bedford: Old Dartmouth Histor- 
ical Society and Whaling Museum, 18 
Johnny Cake Hill (William H. Tripp, 
Curator, P. O. Box 318). Exhibits 
various industrial material, specializ- 
ing in WH. Wants LP. Write *. 


Northampton: Lewis N. Wiggins (C 
& D), Wiggins Old Tavern, Hotel 
Northampton. Collects and deals in 
FT, HD, KH, LD, MA, TC, VE. 
Wants LP. Write *. Visit *. 


Orange: Mrs. Emma Fitts Bradford 
(C & D), 39 W. Main St. Deals in 
KH, LD, also articles found in the 
old general country store. Wants a 
piggin, a noggin, and a horn beaker. 
Write *. 

Plymouth: Plymouth Antiquarian So- 
ciety, Harlow House. (Miss Rose T. 
Briggs, Assistant to the Director). 
Exhibits KH, LD. Demonstrates flax 
growing, spinning, weaving. Wants 
LP, also flax brake, swingling block, 
ripple, tape or straw loom with foot 
treadles, tools and utensils for weav- 
ing and spinning, in usable or repair- 
able condition, including wool cards, 
also tools and utensils suitable for a 


17th century farm house, with small 
garden patch. Write *. 

Salem: Essex Institute (Willis H. 
Ropes, Senior Director). Exhibits FI, 
FT, HD, HF, KH, MA, TC, WM. 
Has “thousands of duplicates to dis- 
pose of”. Wants LP. 

Salem: Dr. Edward A. Rushford (C), 
184 Lafayette St. Collects LD. Wants 
LP. Write *. Visit. 

South Hadley: Howard G. Hubbard 
(C), 29 Woodbridge St. Collects LD. 
Wants LP. Write *. Visit. 

South Hadley: Skinner Museum, 
Woodbridge St. (Howard G. Hub- 
bard, Curator ). Exhibits FI, FT, 
HD, HF, KH, LD, MA, SI, SM, TA, 
TC, VE, WH, WM. (open 2 to § 
p-m.). Wants LP. Write *. 

South Sudbury: L. P. Goulding (D). 
Deals in FT, HD, KH, TC. 
Southbridge: Wells Historical Muse- 
um (Albert B. Wells, Owner), 176 
Main St. Exhibits FI, FT, HD, HF, 
KH, LD, SI, SM, TA, TC, WH, WM. 
Wants LP. 

Watertown: Mrs. Grace L. Stammers 
(C) 24 Lincoln St. Collects FT, HD, 
KH, LD, TA, TC, WM. Offers HD, 
KH. Visit. 

Wellesley: Mrs. P. A. Bissell (C), 15 
Belair Road. Collects FI, FT, KH, 
LD, TC. Visit (collection at East 
Wolfboro, N. H.) 

West Cummington: Earle T.and Helen 
D. Goodnow (D). Deal in FT, HD, 
HF, KH, LD, MA, SI, SM, TC, WM. 
Offer LP. Write *. 

Weston: F.A.Belden (C), 222 Boston 
Post Road. Collects American pistols 
and gunsmith’s tools. Wants LP. 
Write *. Visit. 

Williamstown: MacGregor Jenkins, 
Williams Inn. Interested in, but does 
not collect, printing appliances. Wants 
LP. Write. 

Winchester: Percival Mott (C), 4 
Wolcott Terrace. Collects TC, special- 
izes in bit stocks and augers. Write , 
only *. 

Winchester: Mrs. Lura Woodside 
Watkins (C), 2 Ridgefield Road. Col- 
lects LD. Interested in history and 
technique of early New England pot- 
ters. Write (collectors only). 
Worcester: T. H. Gage (C), 340 Main 
St. Collects KH. 

Worcester: Dr. Burton N. Gates (C & 
D), 24 Charlotte St. Collects KH, 
LD, TC. Deals in FT, HD, KH, LD, 
MA, SM, TC. Specializes in spinning 
and weaving equipment. Offers LP, 
also charcoal rake, corn-sheller, made 


from hollowed log, large lot of mold- 
ing and rabbeting planes, fireplace 
utensils and cranes. Write *. Visit. 
Worcester: Miss Mary Earle Gould 
(C & D), 23 Maywood St. Collects 
and deals in KH. Wants unusual 
pieces of wooden ware. Will be on 
the lookout for special pieces for col- 
lectors. Is available for lectures on 
wooden ware, showing portion of col- 
lection. Wants LP. Write *. Visit. 
Worcester: John Woodman Higgins 
Armory, 100 Barber Ave. (John W. 
Higgins, President). Exhibits HD, 
MA, SI, SM, TC, VE, WM. (open 
7 to 6 daily, except Sundays and holi- 
days). Specializes in armor and arms 
and iron and_ steel craftsmanship. 
Wants LP. Write *. 

Worcester: Albert C. Marble (C), 8 
Berwick St. Collects FT, KH, TC. 
MICHIGAN 
Three Oaks: Chamberlain Memorial 
Museum (Miss Lena Van Genderen, 
Director). Exhibits FT, HD, KH, LD, 

SM, TC, VE, WM. 

New HAMPSHIRE 
Center Sandwich: See R. G. Hutchins, 
New York, N. Y. 
Durham: See James C. Sawyer, An- 
dover, Mass. 
Durham: Frank G. Webster (C), 8 
Mathes Tr. Collects FT, HD, HF, 
KH, LD, MA, SI, TA, TC, WM. 
Wants LP. Write, only *. 
East Wolfboro: See Mrs. P. A. Bis- 
sell, Wellesley, Mass. 
Franklin: Raymond Clifton (D), 
Deals in FI, FT, HD, KH, LD, MA, 
TC, VE. 
Peterborough: Major A. Erland Goy- 
ette (C). Collects HD, MA, VE, also 
early American shoe buckles, spinning, 
weaving and textile equipment. Wants 
LP. Write *. Visit. 
Peterborough: See Stephen A. Van 
Rensselaer, Williamsburg, Va. 

New JERSEY 

Allendale: John W. Doty (C), 29 
Orchard St. Collects FT, KH, LD., 
also spinning and weaving equipment. 
Wants LP. Write *. Visit. 
Bloomfield: A. G. Sinclair (C), 67 
Park Place. Collects LD. Write 
only *. Visit. 
East Orange: E. C. Lake, 276 Spring- 
dale Ave. Interested in, but does 
not at present collect, industrial mater- 
ial. Wants LP. Write, only *. 
Elizabeth: Union County Historical 
Society (Mrs. Roland F. Calhoun, 
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Curator), 115 Catherine St. Wants 


loans of industrial material. 
Metuchen: John M. Connor (C), Box 
20. Collects FI, FT, HD, HF, KH, 
LD, SM, TC, WH, WM. Offers FI, 
FT, HD, HF, KH, LD, TC, WM. 
Write, only *. 

Montclair: Wallace K. Brown (C), 
7 Warren Place. Collects KH, LD, 
TC. Visit. 

Moorestown: Charles S. Boyer (C), 
205 E. Central Ave. Collects FI, FT, 
HD, KH, LD, TC. Wants small early 
hand loom. Write *. Visit. 

New Brunswick: College of Agricul- 
ture, Rutgers University (Carl R. 
Woodward, Secretary, and E. R. 
Gross.) Collects FI, FT, HD, KH, 
MA, TC, VE, WM. Specializes in 
FI, FT. Wants wooden mouldboard 
plough. Has no adequate space for 
display, at present. Wants LP. 
Write *. 

Point Pleasant: Leland W. Downey 
(C), 609 Trenton Ave. Collects ma- 
terial and relics from New Jersey 
shipwrecks. Wants LP. Write *. 
Short Hills: H. E. Damon (C), Hob- 
art Ave. Collects LD. Offers FT, 
KH, TC. Wants LP. Write * on 
LD. Visit. 

Summit: Miles R. Moffat, 73 Belle- 
vue Ave. Interested in tanning, dye- 
ing of leather and textiles, retting of 
flax, wood dyes. Wants LP. 


Teaneck: Mrs. Florence Adele Storm 
(D), 109 Edgemont Place. Deals in 
FI, FT, HD, KH, LD, TC, WM. Col- 
lects choice iron pieces. Wants LP. 
Write *. 
NEw York 

Albany: James C. Howgate (D), 190 
State St. Offers LP, pertaining to 
early industries. 


Albany: New York State Museum 
(Charles C. Adams, Director). Has 
little room for display, but has consid- 
erable collection of FI, FT, HD, KH, 
LD, MA, SI, SM, TC, VE. Specializes 
in Shaker tools and products. Wants 
material bearing on the history of 
New York State industries, including 
LP. Write, only *. 

Beacon: Dr. C. J. Slocum (C). Col- 
lects clocks and clock-making tools. 
Wants LP. Write *. Visit. 
Brooklyn: William B. Dall (C), 263 
Cumberland St. Collects TC. Special- 
izes in early printing devices, tools, 
also paper and paper-making equip- 
ment, clock makers’ tools, formulae 
and methods used in manufacture. 
Wants LP. Write, only *. 
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Brooklyn: Mrs. John H. Dashiel (C), 
575 Third St. Collects HD, KH, LD, 
TA, TC. Specializes in Pennsylvania 
material. Wants LP. Write *. Visit 
(collection at East Stroudsburg, Pa.). 


Brooklyn: D. Irving Mead (C), 130 
Court St. Collects FT, HD, KH, LD, 
MA, VE. 

East Springfield: C. H. Hagadorn 
(D). Deals in FT, HD, HF, KH, LD, 
TC, WM. Specializes in early Dutch 
material. Write, only *. 

Elsmere: Major L. B. Wyant (C), 1 
Elsmere Ave. Collects LD, also small 
kitchen and fireplace tools of wrought 
iron. Wants saw-tooth trammel, 10 
inches long or less. Offers LD. Wants 
LP. Write *. Visit. 

Flushing: S. E. Gage (C), 144-54 
Sanford Ave. Collects FI, FT, HF, 
KH, LD, TA, TC, WM, Specializes in 
LD and candle moulds. Write. Visit 
(collection at Bantam, Conn.). 

Fort Ticonderoga: Fort Ticonderoga 
Museum (S. H. P. Pell, Director). 
Exhibits industrial material of the 
Champlain Valley (May Ist to Oct. 
3Ist). 

Hamilton: D. A. Card (C & D), 52 
Utica St. Deals in and collects FT, 
HD, HF, KH, LD, MA, SI, SM, TC, 
WM. Write *. 

Marcellus: Martha Jane Reed (D). 
General stock of industrial material. 


Newburgh: Melvin C. Dow, Grand 
Ave. Amateur cabinet maker and in- 
terested in tools and methods of old 
time cabinet makers. Wants LP. 
Write *. Visit. 

New York: George S. Armstrong 
(C), 52 Wall St. Collects industrial 
history and biography. Wants LP. 
Write *. 

New York: Metropolitan Museum, 5th 
Ave. and 82nd St. Exhibits HF, HD, 
KH, LD. 

New York: John J. Carell (C), 350 
Madison Ave. Collects printing type, 
cuts, etc. Interested in all printing 
trade items. Write *. Visit. 

New York: Mrs. Michael Heidelberg- 
er (C), 333 Central Park West. Col- 
lects LD. Specializes in early blown 
glass lamps. Wants LP. Write*. 
Visit. 

New York: R. G. Hutchins (C), 20 
Pine St. Collects FT, HD, KH, LD, 
TC, WM. Wants LP. Visit (collection 
at Center Sandwich, N. H.). 

New York: Museum of the City of 
New York, 5th Ave. and 104th St. 
(Hardinge Scholle). Exhibits VE. 


New York: New York Historical So- 
ciety, 170 Central Park West (A. J. 
Wall.) Exhibits HD, KH, LD, NA, 
TA, TC, VE, WM. Specializes in ship 
fixtures and items of clipper and prim- 
itive steamship days. Wants LP. 
Write *, 

New York: Helena Penrose and J. H. 
Edgette (D), 147 E. 56th St. Deal in 
FT, HD, KH, LD, TC, also toys and 
games. Want LP. Write *. 

New York: E. L. Sampter (C), 25 


W. 45 St. Collects LD, SM, TC, 
also fishing equipment. Wants LP. 
Write *. Visit. 


New York: William B. Sprague (C), 
43 Cedar St. Collects FI, FT, HF, 
KH, LD, SM, TA, TC, WM. Offers 
FT, HD, KH, LD, SM, TA, TC, 
WM. Wants hatter’s battery, authen- 
tic swingle block, pigeon stool. Wants 
books of trades and industrial ency- 
clopedias, not later than about 1850. 
Wants LP. Write *. Visit (collect- 
tion at Morris, near Litchfield, Conn. ). 
Specializes in tools of the unusual 
trades. 

Rhinebeck: Lewis F. Winne (C), 
Beekman Arms. Collects KH, LD. 
Write *. Visit. 

Sayville: Pelham Bolton (C & D), 
Montauk Highway. Deals in KH, LD. 
Collects LD, crude bottles and small 
articles pertaining to the operation of 
early home-life. Visit. 

Staten Island: Staten Island Histori- 
cal Museum (Burton A. Kollmer, Cur- 
ator). Wants LP concerning Ameri- 
can trades and crafts. Interested in 
all lines pertaining to museum exhi- 
bition. Write *. 

Warwick: Roy Vail (C & D). Deals 
in FT, HF, HD, KH, LD, TC. Col- 
lects Kentucky rifles and equipment. 
Wants heavy target rifles and decor- 
ated powder horns. Write, only *. 
Visit. 

Water Mill: Charles B. Foster (C), 
Collects FI, FT, TC, WH. Special- 
izes in WH. Wants LP especially on 
WH. Write * on WH. Visit. 


OHIO 

Ashland: Earl J. Knittle (D), 420 
Center St. Deals in FT, HD, KH, 
LD, TC, WM. 

Ashland: Mrs. Rhea M. Knittle (C), 
420 Center St. Collects FT, HD, KH, 
LD, TC, WM. Specializes in butter 
moulds. Interested in American in- 


dustrial and decorative arts and crafts, 

Wants early, primitive cash register 

and typewriter, also crude wooden 
(Continued on page 7, column 1) 
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W. B. Spracue, President, 
43 Cedar Street, New York 
Burton A. 
Secretary and Treasurer, 
c/o Staten Island Historical 
Museum, 
Richmond, Staten Island, N. Y. 
S. E. Gace, Chairman 
Admissions Committee, 
144-54 Sanford Avenue, 
Flushing, N. Y 
Howarp G. Husrarp, Chairman 
Recruiting Committee, 
South Hadley, Mass. 


Communications should be addressed 
as follows: Pertaining to the contents 
of THE CHRONICLE, to W. B. Sprague. 
Applications for membership, to S. E. 
Gage. Suggestions of prospective 
members, to Howard G. Hubbard. 
Other matters to Burton A. Kollmer. 
Addresses as above. 


This issue was printed by Leon S. Case 
Flushing, N. Y. 


W. B. Spracue_, Editor. 


Our Purpose 


The purpose of the association is to 
encourage the study and better under- 
standing of early American industry, 
in the home, in the shop, on the farm, 
and on the sea, and especially to dis- 
cover, identify, classify, preserve and 
exhibit obsolete tools, implements, 
utensils, instruments, vehicles, appli- 
ances and mechanical devices used by 
American craftsmen, farmers, house- 
wives, mariners, professional men and 
other workers. 


Dues 


The annual dues are one dollar, pay- 
able September first, for the year im- 
mediately ensuing. The Chronicle for 
the current year is sent to all members 
without additional charge. Back num- 
bers (except Nos. 6, 10, 11 and 12) 
may be secured from the Treasurer for 
20c each. For further information, ad- 
dress any of the officers. 


New York Meeting 


The New York “chapter” held one 
of its most successful meetings to 
date, on December 18th, at the Archi- 
tectural League. Mr. George S. Mc- 
Kearin, well known authority on early 
American glass, had very kindly 
agreed to give a talk on the subject, 
stressing the industrial side, and be- 


tween forty and fifty members took 
advantage of this exceptional oppor- 
tunity to hear this interesting subject 
so competently discussed. The lecture 
was of an extremely informal nature, 
Mr. McKearin inviting questions and 
comments from the audience, and this 
privilege was so freely availed of that 
the general discussion was not finished 
until a late hour. Members who wish 
to be notified of such meetings, should 
so advise Mr. George Alk, Chairman 
of the Entertainment Committee, 285 
Madison Avenue, New York, unless 
they have already done so. Mr. Alk 
will be grateful for suggestions of ap- 
propriate topics for discussion at fu- 
ture meetings. It is hoped that the 
tabulation of the questionnaire will 
show so clearly where our more active 
members are located, that other groups 
will organize for the purpose of local 
meetings. 


“Handwrought Ancestors” 


Mrs. Marion Nicholl Rawson, new- 
ly elected to membership, author of 
Candle Days, When Antiques Were 
Young, and several other well known 
works on early American life, has 
dedicated her latest book, Hand- 
wrought Ancestors, to this Association, 
and has presented us with an auto- 
graphed copy, which, it is hoped, may 
be the nucleus of an eventually im- 
portant library. The book is a sizable 
volume, exceptionally well printed and 
attractively illustrated with sketches 
by the author, which successfully 
achieve their purpose of bringing out 
the charm and romantic appeal of the 
subjects, rather than technical detail, 
which would mean little to the average 
reader of a book designed to arouse 
popular interest. The same is true of 
the text. We cannot but envy Mrs. 
Rawson’s resourcefulness in securing 
“interviews” with the real old-timers, 
—who too often are quite inaccessible 
and uncommunicative,—as well as her 
gift of “reporting” these conversations 
so convincingly. Naturally, in the com- 
pass of a book even of this generous 
size, it has been possible merely to 
sketch the outline of each of the many 
industries with which it deals, but it 
will give an excellent “general idea” to 
many who might find too much detail 
irksome. Handwrought Ancestors 
should always be a splendid introduc- 
tory medium to quicken the interest of 
those whose appreciation of the im- 
portance of early American industries 
is still in the formative stage. 


The Clover Header 


(Continued from page 1, column 3) 


them, they are thrown out, ‘and the 
horse goes on as before.” Cutbush 
says that, “for its ingenuity and sim- 
plicity of construction, it deserves to 
be greatly recommended.” The Am- 
erican Farmer of 1821 also mentions 


this machine, but expresses grave 
doubts as to its practicability. 
The Cultivator, an agricultural 


magazine published at Albany, N. Y., 
on page 201 of Volume V, (1838) re- 
produces Cutbush’s picture and 
copies his description, but withholds 
any comment as to its merits. On page 
59 of The Cultivator, Vol. VI, appears 
a letter, dated 1839, from a corres- 
pondent in Alabama, stating that that 
writer had experimented with a ma- 
chine,made from L’Hommedieu’s spec- 
ifications, except that ‘‘the shafts were 
fastened to the ends of the axle-trees 
outside the wheels, which were 18 
inches in diameter, which left the 
body completely under the control of 
the driver, to be raised or lowered at 
pleasure, according to the growth of 
the clover” but that “fon putting the 
machine to work, the clover heads and 
stalks, in a few minutes, choked up 
the teeth, so that the driver was com- 
pelled to stop and relieve them” and 
that the machine “has been laid aside 
as a complete failure.” 

Knight’s American Mechanical Dic- 
tionary (1874) also pictures this head- 
er (page 577), as an English type of 
“thirty years back”, and states that a 
wheat harvester, which worked on the 
same principle, was used in Gaul, in 
the first century A.D., and continued 
in favor for three hundred years, al- 
though the idea does not appear to 
have been taken to Italy by the Rom- 
ans. 


Farm Implements of the 
18th Century 


The regular instalment of this ar- 
ticle is omitted from this issue, on 
account of the large amount of space 
taken up by the tabulation of the ques- 
tionnaires. It will be continued in the 
next issue. 


The File -aker 


In CHRONICLE No.19,page 2,column 
I, line 8, “latter” should read “‘former.” 
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The Chronicle 


Wick Raisers 


(Continued from page 1, column 2) 

(b) Rack and pinion type wick 
raiser. George Penton, in 1803, took 
out British Patent No. 2743. It claims 
an “improved pully type of wick ad- 
juster * * * instead of the custom- 
ary wire or rack and pinion * * *.” 
This indicates that, about 1800, there 
was some sort of “wire” wick raiser 
in use, of which we have no knowl- 
edge, and it also suggests that the 
rack and pinion type was also used at 
an even earlier date. It is quite pos- 
sible that Argand’s first lamps were 
equipped with rack and pinion wick 
raisers. This device is used on the 
not-too-common Rumford lamps. One 
of these is shown in the Rushlight 
Brochure, Case 8, No. 2, top shelf. 
The rectangular casing at the left 
covers the rack. The pinion, and the 


| 


| 


Detail of rack and pinion type wick 
raisers, as used on Rumford lamp. (e) 
rack; (0) pinion; (u) wick. 


button or knob that turns it, are in- 
visible. The rack is attached to the 
wick carrier, which is raised and low- 
ered by rotating the pinion. It is also 
used on moderator lamps. 

(c) The screw type of wick raiser 
has never been patented in any country, 
but apparently was the most popular 
type in France about 1810, if we 
consider the number of references to 
it in the patents of that period, and the 
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Section of Phillips’ sinumbra lamp, showing his spiral wick-adjusting mechanism and the 
manner in which the peculiar cross-section of the annular oil font minimizes the shadow. 


number of times it is shown as a de- 
tail in the drawings. It consists of a 
nut attached to the wick carrier, with 
a vertical screw to raise and lower the 
wick. It was never used on astral 
and similar Argand lamps, but may 
have been, on mantle lamps. This type 
of adjustment is used on the E. B. 
Horn Patent “Camphine” lamp, which 
incidentally is the only lamp which the 
writer has seen that was intended to 
burn pure turpentine, rather than a 
mixture of turpentine and alcohol. 
(This is a true camphene lamp.) The 
Essex Institute of Salem owns one of 
these lamps, and another, owned by the 
Wells Historical Museum of South- 
bridge, Mass.,is illustrated in the Rush- 
light Brochure. (Case 10, suspended at 
the top, left.) The knob at the bottom 
is on the wick-adjusting screw. The 
latter museum also has an early Ar- 
gand wall lamp on the Quinquet pat- 
tern with a screw type wick raiser. 
(d) The spiral type was used on 
all astral, sinumbra, solar and single- 
and double-arm mantle lamps that the 
writer has seen or read about. It was 
also used on the student lamps popular 
from thirty to forty years ago. The 
wick is adjusted by turning the chim- 
ney holder. It is commonly believed 
to have been a part of Argand’s origi- 
nal invention, but this is doubtful. 
French patent number 370, granted to 
Verzy in 1810, the same year that the 
astral lamp was patented by Bordier 
Marcet, claims, among other things, a 
spiral wick raiser technically similar 
to those used on the above lamps. 
However, ten years later, George 
Phillips of London secured a French 
patent for what he called “Une Lampe 
Sinombre” and, as a detail, claimed 
an improved spiral burner. The illus- 
trations accompanying the patent show 
it to be practically the same, both in 
construction and appearance, as on 
all lamps on which it has since been 


used. A few months earlier than the 
date of Phillip’s patent, Samuel Par- 
ker was granted English patent No. 
4475 (June 15th, 1820) for a sin- 
umbra lamp, although he did not so 
name it. As a wick raiser he propos- 
es to use “A spiral burner same as 
those already in use” and the context 
suggests that this “use” was in France. 
It would be interesting to know wheth- 
er Phillips and Parker were partners, 
rivals or independent inventors. Any 
form of wick raiser might have been 
used on sinumbra lamps or on the orig- 
inal form of astral lamp, which had a 
ring-shaped oil reservoir. In the later 
and more common form of astral 
lamps, however, it would have been 
impractical, if not impossible, to use 
either a rack and pinion or a screw- 
adjusting mechanism, as the air tube 
for the internal draft is surrounded 
by oil at the axis of the top-shaped 
font. It is impossible at this date to 
decide who is deserving of the most 
credit for this important and much 
used type of wick adjustment. 

The following French and English 
patents mention wick raisers, either as 
a claim or incidentally. French: Nos. 
143, 290, 291, 370, 613 and 1170. 
English: Nos. 2743 and 4475. French 
patents are found in “Description des 
Machines—specifies dan les Brevet 
D’Invention,” Vols. 1 to 13 (179I- 
1820). British patents are from “The 
Abridgement of Specifications of 
Lighting Devices” and from the large 
folio volumes of plates. 


Manila paper was invented by John 
M. and Lyman Hollingsworth of 
South Braintree, Mass., partners under 
the firm name of J. M. & L. Hollings- 
worth. They manufactured it from 
hemp sails, canvas and rope, receiv- 
ing patent No. 3,362 on December 4th, 
1843. —J.N.K. 
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Membership 


Membership lists should be amended 
as follows: (N) indicates new mem- 
ber; (S) indicates non-member sub- 
scriber; (Ch.) indicates change of 
address. 

CoN NECTICUT 
Greenwich: Haynes, Hasbrouck (N) 
Guilford: Mrs. George A. Goss (N) 
Windsor: Davis, Roger Wolcott, 390 Broad 

St. (N) INDIANA 
Muncie: Ball, George A. (N); Jennings, 

Mrs. Grace (N). 


MARYLAND 
College Park, (Prince George County): 
Taliaferro, Dr. W. T. L. (Ch. from Col- 
lege Park, Va.) 


New HAMPSHIRE 
West Plymouth: Clark, George B. (N) 
New JERSEY 

New Brunswick: Gross, Prof. E. R., College 

of Agriculture, Rutgers University (N) 
New York 

Brooklyn: Dashiel, Mrs. John (Ch. to 575 
Third St.) 

New York: Armstrong, George S. (Ch. to 
52 Wall St.) ; John J. Carell (Ch. to 350 
Madison Ave.) ; Metropolitan Museum of 
Art, 5th Ave. and 86th St. (S) 

Staten Island: Stoughton, Dr. Clarence C., 
Wagner College, Grymes Hill (N) 

White Plains: Westchester County Histori- 
cal Society, County Office Bldg. (S) 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Philadelphia: Rawson, Mrs. Marion Nicholl, 

Lincoln Court, Overbrook, c/o D. B. Curll 


(N) Ruopve Istanp 
Rumford: Batchelder, Dr. Philip, 106 Green- 
wood Ave. (N) 


VIRGINIA 
College Park: Taliaferro, Dr. W. T. L. (Ch. 
to College Park, Md.) 


The Questionnaire 
(Continued from page 4, column 3 


violin or fiddle mould, also Ohio pot- 
tery grease lamps. Wants literature 
but not pictures. Visit. 


Columbus: Edward Durell (C), 500 
Dublin Ave. Collects FT, TC. Special- 
izes in hand farm and garden tools, 
etc., used on the farm which the fami- 
ly used to maintain itself. Wants LP, 
also hay, grain, or manure forks with 
wooden heads and steel tines, tools 
for cutting wooden threads and for 
boring small-bore pump logs. Write *. 
Visit. 
PENNSYLVANIA 

Chadd’s Ford: H. W. Guest (C & D). 
Deals in, and collects FI, FT, HD, 
KH, LD, MA, TC, VE, WM. Ex- 
hibits complete Conestoga wagon. 
Write *. Visit. 

Doylestown: Bucks County Histori- 
cal Society (Horace M. Mann, Cur- 
ator). Exhibits FI, FT, HD, HF, KH, 
LD, SI, SM, TA, TC, VE, WH, WM. 


Wants equipment for making paper, 
glass, pins and needles and for count- 
ing pennies, also LP. Write *. 
Doylestown: Moravian Pottery Muse- 
um (Frank K. Swain, Owner), Court 
St. Exhibits FT, KH, LD, TC. Spec- 
ializes in pottery of Pennsylvania Ger- 
mans, as a local craft. Open week- 
days, except Saturday P. M. 

East Stroudsburg: See Mrs. John H. 
Dashiel, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Elkins Park: Mrs. M. L. Blumenthal 
(D), 218 E. Church Road. Deals in 
FI, FT, HD, KH, LD, TC. Write, 
only *. 

Harrisburg: Luther B. Anthony (D), 
615 N. 17th St. Deals in FT, KH, LD, 
SI, SM, TC. Offers old hunting 
matchlock fowling piece. Has “hun- 
dreds of tools” to exchange for inex- 
pensive antiques suitable for summer 
roadside antique shop. Interested in 
old drums. Wants LP. Write *. 
Jenkintown: Arthur J. Fahl (C), 201 
Greenwood Ave. Collects KH, LD, 
TC. Wants LP. 

Landis Valley: Landis Valley Muse- 
um (H. K. Landis). Exhibits FI, 
FT, HD, HF, KH, LD, MA, SI, 
SM, TA, TC, VE, WH, WM. Inter- 
ested in anything which has to do with 
early American industries, life, culture, 
etc. Wants LP. Write *. 


Manheim: David B. Missimer (C & 
D). Deals in and collects FI, FT, HD, 
HF, KH, LD, MA, SM, TA, TC, 
WH, WM. Write *. Visit. 
Philadelphia: Samuel Yellin (C), 
5520 Arch St. Collects HD and old 
metal work. Wants LP. Write *. 
Visit. 

Phoenixville: E. Kimball Davis, Jr. 
(C), 235 1st Ave. Collects FT, HD, 
KH, LD, SM, TC, WM. Specializes 
in wood-working tools, also buttons, 
button-hole cutters, and anything to 
do with buttons before 1900. Wants 
LP. Offers FT, HD, KH, SM, TC, 
WM, including molding planes, wood 
braces, small scales, locks and latches. 
Write *. Visit. 

Reinholds: Mrs. Hattie Klappbrunner 
(D). Deals in FT, HD, KH, LD, TC, 
WM. Write *. 

West Chester: Dr. Henry Pleasants, 
Jr. (C), 18 W. Chestnut St. Collects 
HF, SI, SM. Wants LP. Offers col- 
lection of breech-loading rifles. 
Write *. Visit. 

Wilkinsburg: William A. Dick, Jr. 
(C & D), 2015 Penn Ave. Collects 
and deals in LD and_ fire-making 
utensils. Wants LP. Write *. Visit. 


ISLAND 
Pawtucket: Edwin Harris (C), 31 
Lowden St. Interested in all early 
American industrial items. 
Providence: Albert E. Lownes (C), 
P. O. Box 1531. Collects FI, FT, HD, 
HF, KH, LD, MA, SI, SM, TA, TC, 
VE, WH, WM. Wants LP. Write *. 
Visit (collection at Tuckertown, near 
Wakefield, R. I.). 

Rumford: Mrs. William C. H. Brand 
(C), 1609 Pawtucket Ave. Collects 
FT, HD, KH, LD, TC. Specializes in 
LD. Has converted a canoe house 
into an early American kitchen, and is 
equipping it. Write *. Visit. 
Wickford: South County Museum. 
Exhibits FI, FT, HD, HF, KH, LD, 
MA, SI, SM, TA, TC, VE, WH, 
WM. 

VERMONT 
Springfield: Raymond A. Beardslee 
(C), 41 Wall St. Collects FT, HD, 
KH, TC. Wants LP. Write, only *. 
Visit (collection at Weathersfield, Vt.). 
Springfield: Ralph E. Flanders, Box 
476. Interested in MA, TC, in connect- 
ion with the Guild of Vermont In- 
dustries, at Weston, Vermont, which 
is expected to open in a few months. 
Wants LP. Write, only *. 


VIRGINIA 


Clifton Forge: Mrs. Marion Nicholl 
Rawson, 321 Main St. Occasional col- 
lector of small and unique tools and 
utensils in connection with her writ- 
ings. 

Williamsburg : Colonial Williamsburg, 
Inc. Expects to exhibit TC, and dem- 
onstrate their uses, beginning next 
spring. 

Williamsburg: Stephen Van Renssel- 
aer (C). Collects LD and Colt revol- 
vers and pistols. Wants LP. Write *. 
Visit (collection, from May to No- 
vember, at Peterborough, N. H.). 


WEst VIRGINIA 
Elkins: Darby’s Pre-Historic and 
Early Pioneer’s Art Museum (H. M. 
Darby, Owner). Exhibits HD, KH, 
LD, TC, WM. Interested in grinding 
and threshing. Wants FT, KH, LD, 
TC, also LP. Write *. 
Gary: Miss Anna R. Stratton (C). 
Collects utensils for sewing, knitting, 
etc., and small musical instruments. 
Wants LP. Write *. Visit. 
WISCONSIN 
Fond Du Lac: Louis Rottman (C), 
408 Walker St. Collects HD, TC. 
Wants LP. Write *. Visit. 
Page 21-7 
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Weather Vanes 
By Lawrence B. RoMAINE 


In the Boston Directory for 1869, 
two coppersmiths advertise their 
wares. They also admit sales of hard- 
ware, but emphasize their large stock 
of hand-made weather vanes. John A. 
Winn states that he makes the best of 
copper weather vanes and, on the next 
page, “J. Harris & Son”, signed under 
a large wood cut of a stunning horse 
named “Ethan Allen”, proclaim them- 
selves: “The only manufacturers in 
the United States of swelled or raised 
weather vanes made entirely of cop- 
per; all others being made of zinc or 
iron, on which gold leaf remains bril- 
liant only a short time, as all the zinc 
and iron headed vanes and zinc balls 
that have been put up during the past 
few years will testify, the gold leaf 
having disappeared. Our designs are 
all new and perfect; the heads, bodies 
and balls are all made of copper, made 
in the best manner possible and en- 
tirely of copper. Gilded with 23 karat 
gold leaf. Call at our spacious factory 
and showrooms and examine the only 
stock of copper weather vanes in 
America.” 

This is very amusing, but the point 
in which I am interested is the claim 
that the designs were new. Those who 
collect and deal in antiques are always 
faced with the eternal questions “How 
old is it?” or “Is it really old?” In the 
little broadside pictured here, we find 
many familiar vanes, and also a lot 
that are strange to us. Many I do not 
believe that we shall ever see. We 
know now how old these are, but how 
many of them were patterned after 
vanes made long before 1869? The 
Indian, the arrow, the ship, the deer, 
the eagle and the fish were certainly 
oldtimers in 1869; yet one could not 
call these, made in the sixties, repro- 
ductions. They were certainly new in 
copper, at any rate, and we can date 
them from that fact, if no other. If 
the fire engine here pictured, turned 
up at an auction, there would be no 
question raised about its age; it would 
“go” like a fire. To collectors of 
weather vanes then, here is a date. 

There is probably much information 
about earlier weather vanes in the 
mass of material to be found in old 
magazines. There was probably a ma- 
chine or two constructed for their 
manufacture long before 1869. I fear 
I have not enough data to write a well 
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HARRIS BOSTON COPPER 


WEATHER VANES 


AND EMBLEMATIC SIGNS. 
Manufactured by HARRIS & CO, 
54 BROMFIELD STREET, 


BOSTON, MASS. 


IRON GRESTINGS, FINIALS, LIGHTNING RODS, &€C. 


J. E. Simonds, Printer. 50 Bromfield 8t., Boston. 


planned history of the weather vane. 
I merely want to present the date 1869 
as near the time of the first copper 
weather vanes in the United States. 
Many of the designs in the leaflet or 
broadside were then brand new ideas. 
Others, such as the real old timers 
mentioned before, were appearing for 
the first time in copper. The Dexter 
horses were not new either, for some 
of them had adorned barns long before 
that time. Perhaps Mr. Harris ex- 
aggerated a bit in his advertising 
copy. Perhaps copper vanes had been 
made for some time, and there were 
other manufacturers in grim compe- 
tition with him then. 

Iron Indians, wooden arrows and 
horses, hand-whittled ships and whales 
have survived the ravages of time, and 
date from as early as 1750. Today 
we have new creations with elaborate 


full rigged ships, stage coaches and 
complete tavern scenes, beautifully de- 
signed and executed. To the warped 
mind of the antique lovers,—be they 
dealers or collectors——the old ones 
are the ones with the charm. The old- 
er the better, and the more unusual and 
rare, the more desirable. The broad- 
side presents vanes I have never heard 
of, and I hope that some of the fasci- 
nating designs may add to the known 
data of collectors of them. Making 
weather vanes was quite an industry 
in the sixties. There are many in- 
dustries, small and large, of that 
period, of which we have no adver- 
tising, catalogues or leaflets. They 
have gone the same way as most simi- 
lar material put out by the advertising 
agencies of today. I hope the one by 
Mr. Harris, preserved for us, will 
prove of interest. 
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